
COVID-19 Committee 

 Work programme 

Introduction 

1. The COVID-19 Committee has been established as a temporary committee
for the duration of the emergency legislation which has been enacted to
respond to the pandemic.

2. The remit of the Committee is –

To consider and report on the Scottish Government’s response to
COVID-19 including the operation of powers under the Coronavirus
(Scotland) Act, the Coronavirus Act and any other legislation in
relation to the response to COVID-19 and any secondary legislation
arising from the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act and any other legislation
in relation to the response to COVID-19.

3. The Committee has had an initial informal discussion about its work
programme and agreed the following priorities.

Legislation 

4. It is likely that the Committee will have a significant legislative workload in
the coming weeks.  There are various elements to this as follows –

• The Scottish Government is expected to introduce further COVID-19
related primary legislation;

• The UK Government is also expected to introduce further COVID-19
legislation which will require an LCM;

• SSIs arising from the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020, the Coronavirus
Act and any further primary legislation;

• Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Amendment
Regulations 2020 which are subject to a three-week review;

• The Scottish Government is required under the Coronavirus (Scotland)
Act 2020 to report to the Parliament every two months on the operation
of the powers within the Act and will also report on the operation of the
powers within the UK Coronavirus Act 2020.

Non-legislation 

5. The Committee recognises that it is essential to avoid any unnecessary
duplication of the COVID-19 scrutiny work which the subject committees will
be carrying out in relation to their respective remits.
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6. The Committee also recognises the need to adopt a proportionate approach 
to its scrutiny role and avoid unnecessarily diverting Scottish Government 
and other public body resources away from dealing with the crisis.   

 
7. On this basis, the Committee agrees to focus on critical cross-cutting issues.  

In the first instance, the Committee’s priorities are — 
 

• “Exit strategy” – to take written and oral evidence on possible options 
for the Scottish Government’s “exit strategy” from the current restrictions 
and the extent to which this could involve a phased approach across 
different localities within Scotland.  This could include inviting SPICe to 
provide a briefing on options being considered and pursued in other 
countries; 

• Governance, decision-making and scrutiny – to examine the speed, 
flexibility and quality of the decision-making process set up to deal with 
the pandemic in Scotland. Other issues which could be explored include 
the approach to data collection (for effective delivery and scrutiny of 
policy) and the Government’s messaging strategy (such as providing 
trusted messaging and addressing misinformation). 

• Differing policy approaches across the four UK governments – to 
examine the impact of different policy approaches to tackling 
coronavirus emerging across the UK and devolved governments. 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
8. The Committee is invited to formally agree its initial work programme.   
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